Inhibition of methyl mercury chloride-induced chromosomal damage by gamma-linolenic acid.
The genotoxic potential of methyl mercury chloride (MMC) was investigated in human lymphocyte cultures by tests for chromosomal aberrations and sister chromatid exchange. The protective role of gamma-linolenic acid, a derivative of dietary essential fatty acid, on MMC-induced genetic damage was evident from the reduced frequency of aberrations and sister chromatid exchanges.